10/25/66 


Deer Bill and - 

x esterday was one of the best, Penn phoned me from Texas the night before, telling 
me Rerape rt s was bringing hici to Washington. I land be )expected he would also fly there# 
e didn’t# 3p, I woitol seven hours and was, ± hopo, able to accomplish much good in 
this time# I got him on the newscasts of the largest station in town, interested 
the two largest papers end some foreign correspondents, and then we h8d a very pleasant 
reunion. We gabbed ana guzzled, end then we ete, joined by Dsve Welsh only after we'd 
had several hours of privacy# ^upi/er was excellent, >vith oil of U6 eating fine snails 
( I wanted to t sk Penn if he’d had them before but didn’t). I also hod a pleasant chat 
with Fred Graham, the Supreme G 0 rt reporter for the NY Times and the on. who has been 
such 0 diligent impliraenter of Times policy on the books about the assassination. He had 
read Peter Bart’s story in the Times of 10/23 and I commented on it An o way that I 
gather he agrees with, whatever the Times docs or does not say# Yesterday was a fcbd 
dey for this. Torn Ticker is out of town unti, after the election, c shall see# I tried 
moot of the content of the enclosed letter out on him and his reaction wqb encouraging. 

I later decided on the letter. 

Often the time put into such a thing as this letter is wasted. •9 do not know 
until we try. ^y stomech, whose exrloretion i not scheduled for two more weeks, is 
laboring under the liquid and solid ebuse^ with which it was belabored & sterday and 
lest night, also encouraged me not to betyfcf) the dey by reading the remained of the new 
book. 30 f I’ m writing letters, of wfolch' these are but a few. I’ve written my agent in 
England asking if he’d consider trying to plsc^ Penn’s book, especially in Italy where 
1 had three publishers competing for mine# My very good agent played them against each 
other and wound up with what seerasi like a good deal with Feltrinelli. The other two 
have whetted appetites, making them more receptive possibly to Penn’s. *fenn welcomed this 
yesterday# I shall be writing my agent about this in greater length, e knew about 
Penn and his book because ^ had earlier askeo him to use hiss connections with the 
British press to let it be known that Penn 1 b THE authority on the strange deaths. I 
earlier understood thst this had achieved some effect. I’ve also let the British corres- 
pondents in Washington on the Vashington raewspapers and electronic correspondents 
know. I think that 8 good word from e " competitor” is helpful. I hope this was the oe se 
with H euters, Which filed a story under the encouragement of Ramparts’s public-relations 
men. I spent an hour several months ego with their Washington man. Ramparts found it 
expedient not to mention the name of P nn’s book, which is not helpful. 

News from Jerry ^gel in NYC is that llarporbs says that Manchester’s book says 
three bullets were fired, not two. Better, but not enough. 

You hove not had time to react to ray suggestion, hut when Penn liked it yesterday 
( end offered to phone Mort Sahl about it; ho-e he does) I decided to eddress the 
enclosed to the President of UCLA. Sorry our finances still dictate that I use carbons 
my wife can no longer use. T his is expensive paper I’m using, but it. we? given us when 
an office closed down. So, the copies ore not too clear. I’m sending you the first 
carbon, which is the clearest, and the lust, which is the least clear. I’m sending one 
to Harrison Salisbury also. Let the proxy give Liebeler a copy. If there is anything 
you can do with this, I leave it to you whether you wait until he hos hsd a chance to 
answer. I personally feel ( again Penn agrees) that we do not went to rush. Let the 
situation elWa little, "hen we wore first msiried, longer ego thet I like to recall, 
it was during depression days and we had little most of the time, although my free- 
lancing sometimes wee quite remunerative. Cnee a wesk we’d start a new pot of soup, 
French style, over the pilot light once it was cooked. 3y the end of the week it was 
so much better. It will sell more of my bo~ks if we rush with this, but I think the 
ultimate truth will be bbtter served if we take each t tep with core. Of bourse, if you 
can get a good chance with Sghl or something like that immediately, then 8ll best^ in- 
terests are best serve 1, for whet we seek is colling Liebeler to bo^k. ^r, may I 
making an honest man ou" of him, if not, by "religion" then by public persuasion, 1 enn 
says that Hgy is the best woy of approaching Sahl. will n^t like some ol tie content. 
I was ewore of this when I wrote it. The time has come for e little more of tie truth 
about the various books to be out. You will! soon see more on this. 


Wixt and tween the letters and other things* like taeiling out today’s orders* we 
hove gotten out e complete carbon of VBITBffASB lit This does not mean that there will 
not be changes* * plan* for example* to change the form and content of the ao nclusions* 
to add a couple of paragraphs to the Epilogue, end I am not going to approach the 
colonel until the last minute* But for the most p^rt* it is complete, save for those 
few changes I’m making as I read it* e decided early this morning when I returned 
with those sections my artist had that my wife, who i3 the uninter fere 4- wtib custodian* 
would shift her chores to ne and make up this set* It is the only extra complete one 
we have* Aorry we could not get this done until after the mail left, even though I 
took over some of her order- filling function* I am anxious to get your comment os 
fast as possible. 3he he3 already typed the first hundred pages of it for reproduction 
by offset* 1 do not believe, especially with the content, that I ’ 11 get a regular publish^l^ 
end I doubt If ono would rush it as believe it must be rushed. I f d like your opinion 
on this also, 'hen I say you 1 also meen u aggie. 

If there ore cht . nges you think should be mede* if you con make o note of them 
it will be quite helpful, Fleaaa extend this to whatever you think is unclear, ~rong 
or in need of amplification. 

Isholl also have to make arrangement to have a lnw^ r read it* I hopo I cen do 
thnt here* I believe I can, but wither in s hurry is another matter. 

And* of course, please do exercise the tigftest control over it* I believe there 
are pi>rts of it th-it can be published iimediatoly in :ongazino form* Also, I do not 
went what has -lreed happened to eome of it* that it be appropriated by others and espeo 
icily by thore lazy men who do not try and givft things their proper meaning* 

It is possible 1 will not have an empty box, like from stationery, that will 
exactly fit this. In thet event I shall improvise what I hope will be e socure package 
and 1 hope you can eleo when you return it* How that I h?va an Italian publisher I 
should have a copy for him. 7tord of it? accpetanca elsewhere should have a good feed- 
beck, especially v itt Eeltrinelli ’ s reputation for imagination and daring (which is 
not in accord with my experience with him- he wouldn’t even read the damned thing 19 
months ego ^hen it was pressed upon kyxfcx him by his own agent). 

A new friend in NYC has phoned to say thot he is shipping some NCR paper which 
will make eutomotic copies. Poasibl*%^re can then errange for the Xeroxing the 
first sh-etjto make these sets complete* Meanwhile, the Xeroxed copies of the rough® 
unretyped draft (whot she io doing la really retyping the rough draft, if this does 
not confuse you 5 ) supposedly raailetfcS^ow York Friday have not yet arrived* I heve 
other needs for these. And this is faster and lesr costly to ship* 

Vdiother or not you like it* and I cf course hope you do, at least you will heve 
an idee of what might await Liebeler if we ere a little patient. 

Please do make It es fast as you both can* for I do went this book to be eg good 
ec what 1 regard ns the urgent need for speed will allow* Especially because of those 
new documents to Wi icb "• iebcler is to get access* I’d like thi3 very much in the n^ws 
before thet happens. Then we’ll son whet kind of stuff 5 he looks for or fi.de, and then 
we’ll better know how and whot he is lo*kinr for if he comes up with different etuffi 

In my lost l-'tter 1 forgot to mention oaa of those things 1 may regret having 
earlier told Litton about In the hope he’d put it to good U38. On his promise to make 
it available to ne for my first use* 1 told him of a Wolper property. Be claims to 
hoveconnections there* T^is is something I discovered in the archive* I told Penn 
about it yesterday for u different reason* There is sn B mm film labelled DCA apparently 
pieced together from amapeur film of the motorcade in Dallas* It is entitled "President 
Kennedy’s Lest ^ohr". The 8 run vers inn* obaviouoly, was odited* The clips might be 
of great importance* Wolper condensed the 8mn end turned out a 15 mm film* I have seen 
both* There are s^verel quite interesting possibilities* There is a badly-exposed 
section of the vital moments* taken from within Dealey Plsze* beliotre that, examined 


e— frame at -ui-tfme-, 

© frame at a time, it might reveal interesting end new information about the 
assassination, especially about when ?nd where it began. It may also be very 
valuable about the grassy knoll. Thera are other things about it in the new book. 

In th* course of time 1 might be able to get this through Metromedia people. 
owns ^olp 9 r. ^ am anxious to go over the footage they have in HYC that they t^pod 
es thejrx aired their asse 33 ine tion story. I can do this when I can get the time. The 
viewing time alone I’m told will take more than two cays# I would also like wry ’.uch 
to go over the footage taken by Couch, Underwood and others right outside the bldg and 
at the moment ira euiately after the es3essina tion. That, too* would take both time 
and doing. .«hat I’d prefer to be able to do with this i> to interest, let us say, 
raetroraecia, in getting this footage and lotting Penn and me 3it down and go over it 
a frame at a time. That will take hours, but I’ve been convinced from the first that 
it will show things end people somebody res very anxious not to know about. Penn knows 
the local people better* than I. 

Yesterday I got a pair of aerial photesfrom him that bear very much on what 
I’ve been saying about the /%tgena picture and wher*. he stood when he tonk it. 
without taking the time to fetudy it out, I belief even more what T have been saying 
fcbout this, tfrora Exhibit 354, my page 210, oni Penns good shot (Lifton never sent 
the ones he promised) Al teens wb s near the fifth road stripe when he took his shot. 

This slone destroys the entire fieport and is a prims focio case of conspiracy to kill, 
conspiracy to misrepresent, and you take it from there. Again, I shall say nothing more 
about this until the book is out. Ill now h*ve to have more pictures In the eopendix, 
Penn’s opro3ite 354, for example, and others you’ll find referred to. 

New to taking the package, which I’ll send by air and heavily insured, end to 
other letters. 

Sincerely, 


Harold 


